[Lipoprotein-associated phospholipase A2: importance and perspectives].
Type VII phospholipase A2 associated to low density lipoproteins (LDL), also known as platelet-activating factor acetylhydrolase, has been recently indicated as a new non traditional and independent risk factor of coronary disease. After the classification of phospholipase A2 family enzymes, a review is made of the recent physiologic and biochemical knowledges on A2 type VII phospholipase LDL lipoproteins-associated and the role developed in lipoproteins metabolism and atherogenesis. Finally, future therapeutic implications and perspectives depending on these knowledges are pointed out especially by using molecules inhibiting the activity of the enzyme in atherosclerosis therapy. The evaluation of circulating activity of the enzyme may be useful in the prevention and recognition of acute coronary syndromes.